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ART AND PROGRESS 



eral Sheridan. They were purchased 
from the daughters of the sculptor, who 
are still living in Florence, and presented 
to the institute by four citizens of St. 
Paul. 

In the Institute Galleries the American 
Photographic Salon was exhibited some 
weeks ago, and later a preliminary view 
of the paintings assembled by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Arts for the State Art 
Society of Minnesota. The latter was one 
of the most successful art exhibits ever 
held in St. Paul. The papers gave gener- 
ous space to it, and the widespread inter- 
est in the collection was evidenced by the 
attendance which averaged over a thou- 
sand a day. Popular interest was stim- 
ulated by a novel voting contest by which 
visitors indicated their preferences 
among the pictures which were for sale. 
The choice fell finally upon "Quebec 
from the St. Charles," by Birge Harri- 
son, which will henceforth be hung in 
the Institute as the permanent property 
of the city. 

In addition to its regular lecture 
courses the Institute has, during the 
past season, been conducting special 
courses in four or five of the public 
school buildings, each lecture being 
given in rotation. The purpose of these 
lectures was to interest neighborhood 
audiences and the success has been so 
evident that the work will not only be 
continued but broadened. 

The Chicago Public 
ART IN THE School Art Society was 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS organized in "1894. 
OP CHICAGO Through its efforts 
there are now over twelve hundred works 
of art, valued approximately at $18,000, 
distributed in one hundred and two of 
the public schools of that city, and two 
small art libraries established. The ma- 
jority of these are photographs of famous 
paintings, sculpture, and architectural 
monuments, lithographs, and prints, but 
some are original paintings. Within the 
past two years a special fund was. raised 
among the governing members of the Art 
Institute to secure mural paintings for a 
Technical High School. These paint- 
ings, in the form-'of four panels, were 



executed from sketches entered in a prize 
competition among advanced students of 
the Art Institute. They have been placed 
in the corridor of the High School and 
represent various phases of technical 
shop work. In addition to all this, two 
large loan exhibitions of paintings by 
Chicago Artists have been circulated 
among the schools. Constantly increas- 
ing requests for assistance is evidence of 
appreciation of the work accomplished. 



THE CHAR- 
COAL CLUB 



One of the oldest art 
organizations in Balti- 
more is the Charcoal 
OF BALTIMORE ^lub, which was formed 
over twenty-five years ago with the pur- 
pose of advancing the development of 
art in that city. A school was immedi- 
ately opened and its life classes, which 
were the first of the kind in Baltimore, 
have been continued uninterruptedly to 
the present time. Many men and women 
have obtained their training in this 
school. During the past winter several 
notable exhibitions of paintings by Bal- 
timore artists have been held in its school 
galleries, besides which small weekly ex- 
hibitions have been held of members' 
works on Saturday nights. A new fea- 
ture, introduced this year, is an outdoor 
class, the school room being abandoned 
for the country and the model posing in 
the open. Yet another feature is the 
sending of students unable to afford the 
expense to neighboring cities to view im- 
portant exhibitions. Under the auspices 
of the Charcoal Club a successful loan 
exhibition of paintings was held in Bal- 
timore in January, 1909, and plans are 
being made now for a similar display to 
be set forth in 1911. 

In Boston in 1907 a 
HANDICRAFT National League of 
LEAGUE Handicraft Societies 

was formed to bring together the various 
organizations with similar aims, to pro- 
vide a small traveling exhibition which 
would set a standard, and a traveling 
library of technical books, as well as to 
revive the publication of Handicraft, a 
little magazine devoted to the Arts and 
Crafts. The first annual conference was 



